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THE AUSTIN  

APRIL MEETING

Thursday, April 13, 2006 at 
7:00 p.m. at the Northwest Recre-
ation Center. Find us in our home 
in the ýrst large room off the lobby 
to your right upon entering the 
building. Visitors are welcome!

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s  f o r  M a r c h
by Rose Epps, Secretary

President Brian Loþin called the meet-
ing to order at 7:01 p.m. at the NW 
Recreation Center.  Brian requested 
all (ten) visitors to introduce them-
selves to the group.  Two were former 
members, Georgene Richaud and Eric 
Pronske.  Brian described the club and 
its activities for the visitors.

Treasurer Lois Schubert reminded 
everyone that 2006 dues are payable, 
and passed an envelope.  The club 
has 53 paid members, and $1,097.54 
in its account with no disbursements 
during the last month.

Brian announced the spring Scavenger 
Hunt will be held Saturday, March 11.  
It will not be competitive.  The images 
will be reviewed at the April regular 
meeting.  Images must be ready for 
digital projection from a CD.  Speciýca-
tions will be set out in the þyer to be 
distributed Saturday morning at 8:30 
a.m. in Greune, TX.  Members should 
meet at the Water Tower.  Member 
Pete Holland is willing to scan ýlm at 
the time of processing at half price at 
his commercial lab.  Images may be 
ñcleaned upò and dropped, but not 
manipulated.  

Brian circulated a preview copy of his 
and Shirleyôs new book ñGrasses of 
the Texas Hill Country.ò

Regarding the upcoming Gulf States 
Camera Club Convention, Brian stated 
he has mailed brochures to other 
camera clubs and asked for volun-
teers to help distribute brochures to 
commercial establishments.  He also 
requested membersô photos from the 
previous monthôs ýeld trip to be given 
to the Folkloric dancers members 
photographed at the San Antonio 

Missions.

VP-Programs Allen Keith discussed 
an article he had read in the Austin 
American-Statesman about the Im-
ages for Conservation Project and was 
intrigued by it.  He then introduced Bob 
Peterson, retired Dell Executive and 
Vice Chairman of the National Organi-
zation http://www.imagesforconserva-
tion.org/.  The goal of the organization 
is to provide events and incentives 
that will raise public interest in nature 
photography and encourage habitat 
preservation on private lands, which 
constitute 80% of the Western Hemi-
sphere.  He presented images from 
the Valley Land Fund Photo Contest.  
He explained settings are designed 
with photographers in mind.  

Bob also showed photos of a blind he 
is placing on his own land in the Texas 
Hill Country on the Blanco River near 
Luckenbach.  Private landowners are 
the key to conservation of nature.  The 
ICF Pro Tour is an invitational one-
month event.  The other competitions 
are open.  They want to promote the 
nature tourism industry.  Photogra-
phers can win with a portfolio of 75 
images.  Over 94 ranches have ap-
plied to be part of the contest.  Eric 
Pronske, a member of the Hill Country 
Advisory Board, helped the organiza-
tion with introductions to the LBJ family 
members.  He referred members to the 
ICF website for contact information 
about photo opportunities on several 
ranches.

The meeting broke at 8:30 p.m. for 
refreshments provided by Dan Macry 
and Phil Charlton.  

At 8:45 the group reconvened, and 
Brian announced Saturday, April 8, a 
ýeld trip has been scheduled to Fred-

ricksburgïthe Wildseed Farm and the 
Fredricksburg Herb Farm.

Dan Macry announced that the UT 
Center for American History will host 
Peter Simon, photojournalist, at 7 p.m. 
on April 18 in the Bass Lecture Hall.  
He polled members about their interest 
for reporting back to UT personnel.

Brian reminded members of Lucy 
Durfeeôs solo exhibit at the Barnes 
& Noble in Westlake through March.  
Lucy is also participating in an Airport 
Exhibit with the Hill Country Camera 
Club.

Teri Lum distributed a signup sheet for 
judges; some were still needed after 
the form was returned.  She brieþy 
described the judging process and 
encouraged members to attend Sat-
urday judging sessions.  Phil Charlton 
read the results of the competition, 
beginning with slides.  Judges had 
been Phil Charlton, Linda Phelps and 
Sheldon Lloyd.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 
p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Rose Epps, Secretary




